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The MESAAS Visiting Artist Series offers a vital space for artists and scholars working
across the Middle East, South Asia, and Africa to engage in meaningful dialogue. This
initiative aims to open cross-regional conversations that take art seriously as a critical
tool, lens, and method for understanding complex social and political contexts. Through
a combination of discussions, screenings, and workshops, the series encourages deep
exchanges between diverse perspectives, creating an intellectual bridge between artists
and scholars.

Previous speakers have included Khaled Jarrar (Palestine/USA), lbrahim Mahama (Ghana),
Tali Keren (Israel/USA), and Yasi Alipour (Iran), with upcoming events featuring Binta Diaw
(Senegal/ltaly) and Younes Baba-Ali (Morocco/Belgium). Discussions are also ongoing
for this and the next academic year, with artists such as Mariam Ghani (Afghanistan/USA),
Sammy Baloji (DR Congo/Belgium), Aziz Hazara (Afghanistan/Germany), and Sohrab Hura
(India), among others, to be confirmed. The series has attracted a varied audience,
including faculty, students, art critics, curators, and professionals from local institutions,
making it an invaluable part of the department's mission to foster cross-cultural
understanding and critical engagement with contemporary art, both in and outside of the
university.
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